
                                                       

    REFLECTION: SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY). 

                                         19TH APRIL, 2020. 

Today’s readings and liturgy presents to us three great things we need to reflect on: 

1. The community life of the early Christians. 

2. Our Faith in God, and 

3. The Mercy of God. 

 

From the Acts of the Apostles, the Apostles devoted themselves to teaching and fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and prayers. Because of the many signs and wonders they performed 

many were filled with awe and joined the believing community. Their numbers kept increasing 

as they were sharing their lives in common. Their community life replicates the present day 

religious life in our Catholic Church. We can also see that from what our Parish Saint Vincent De 

Paul society is also doing. The examples of the life of the early Christians should drive us to love 

people around us the more, it should be our yardstick to practical Christianity. The early 

Christians gathered day by day sharing their lives together with glad and generous heart in 

thanksgiving to God. Easter is the time we share love as a church, community and as families. 

But our present day COVID-19 pandemic makes it difficult for us to relate fully in our world now 

as the early Christians did. Many are sad and depressed because of our situation, many are 

living without joy because they cannot meet with their entire family. Many of our children are 

frustrated because they couldn’t share or have their Easter meal at their grandparent’s home, 

an annual ritual that happens at Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving days. How can we in the 

face and difficulties of this pandemic live out our Easter life? I remember preaching during my 

Mass at a retirement/nursing home, an inmate asked me how she can participate in the 

Mission of Christ fully as this is what she loves to do. Looking at her sitting on her wheelchair at 

the age of eighty-nine, I said to her, you are already doing that every day. She said but I can’t go 

out and I feel the pains that I can’t contribute my bit anymore. I asked her if she normally do 

pray for Father Joe, which she answered in affirmation. I told her to pray also for the Pope, the 

Bishop, and for all the world, that in doing so she is following and supporting the mission of 

Christ through prayers. My dear wonderful and great parishioners, let us not get depressed or 

frustrated in celebrating our Easter joyfully. Let us celebrate Easter joyfully praying for our 



families, for our parents, grandparents and vice versa. Let us pray for all who have died from 

this pandemic and also seriously continue to pray for our health workers all over the world. 

Thank God for technology, call one another and support them emotionally, call the seniors who 

are living alone and wish them well and a great Easter season. Doing this will lift many people 

from their low state as the Apostles and Early Christians were able to lift many up with their 

way of life. Our situation in the world calls for this form of Practical Christianity and May the 

Grace of Easter help us as we join hands in this Easter mission of lifting our world through 

prayers and support. 

The COVID-19 pandemic in our world today can also be a challenge to our faith, so many people 

are asking questions, why will God allow this to happen to us? The Gospel reading, however 

presents to us Thomas doubting the resurrection of Christ and not believing. As Christians let us 

not be sad, but rather be hopeful and faithful because at the end of the tunnel there is always 

light. Let Thomas at this time be our role model. We never hear that Thomas actually touched 

the risen Christ’s wounds --- only that Christ encountered him with peace and offered him the 

chance to experience it. Thomas can be this hero because he asked for more, he was honest 

enough to challenge or to say, “I don’t get. I will only believe if I feel it and no pretending about 

it. My whole idea of it is to be able to tell Jesus in our own lives to increase our faith through 

continuous and persistent prayers to God our loving and forgiving father. We can also ask Jesus 

for increased faith through charity works as I expressed in praying for one another and calling 

on others to see how they are doing. Despite all our troubles and fears, Jesus who broke the 

chains of death can break any barrier to save us in any difficulties and trials. May we continue 

to trust, believe and have faith in him now and forever Amen! 

Today we also celebrate the feast of God’s Mercy. The opening prayer for today remarkably 

addresses the Father as “God of everlasting Mercy.” In today’s responsorial Psalm (Ps 118) we 

repeat at the beginning three times that “His mercy endures forever!” It is therefore important 

for us to understand that the Mercy of God was giving to us in its fullness from God by sending 

His only begotten Son to become our Savior and Lord by His suffering, death and Resurrection. 

We also receive God’s Mercy through the sacraments given to us by His Son Jesus Christ. 

The three readings of today presents to us emphasis on this Divine Mercy of God. The Acts of 

the Apostles (2:42-47) shows us how the early Christians grew every day and continuously 

because of the acts of mercy, sacrificial (agape) love and sharing they practiced. The early 

Christians in living out the Mercy of God expressed their love and mercy by sharing what they 

had with everyone in need. In the second reading St. Peter glorifies God, the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, for showing us His Mercy by granting His Son, Jesus Resurrection from the dead 

and Ascension into heaven. He finally reminding them of the reward of their suffering here on 

earth with eternal life. The Gospel presents to us one of the greatest gifts of our faith on the 

Mercy of God, the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Jesus showing us how much God loves us, gave 

us this healing sacrament. God is always open to receive us when we avail ourselves to him. Let 



us like Thomas seek the presence of God in our lives, so that after this life His Mercy will bring 

us into the kingdom of God in heaven. Amen. 

 I was unhappy last week and I was not able to put up a reflection on our website. It is a tough 

time for all of us. The loneliness, the depression and the sense of rejection by God. Not at all, 

God loves us and cares for us. Let us continue to pray for one another.  

Before I end let me share the thoughts of G.K. Chesterton on the opposite of Christianity: 

                               “The opposite of Christianity is not atheism, 

                               nor paganism. The opposite of Christianity is 

                               sadness.” 

The only thing that is not Christian in the modern world is Christianity itself, because its 

foundation comes from the eternity of the Father and was born in time from a woman. 

Therefore, the serious thing is not to find an atheist or a pagan, who will end up being a 

Christian. So, for Chesterton, the really serious thing is to find a sad Christian. If a Christian is 

sad it questions his or her faith and believe. Let us remain hopeful and faithful for Jesus Christ is 

alive. ALLELUIA. 

                                                               

May Almighty God bless and Keep all of you, in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Rev. Joseph Orji Okoko ivDei.                                                                                                                                          

Parish Priest. 

 

JOKES 

A LITTLE girl became restless as the priest’s homily dragged on and on. Finally, she 

leaned over to her mother and whispered, “Mommy, if we give him the money 

now, will he let us go?” 


